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Our Roots
01

I Love Avondale began in 2014 as a social media project 
founded by Dayne Smith, whose family roots in the West 

Auckland suburb go back to 1961. Fed up by most media only 
covering Avondale when there was crime or controversy, 

he wanted to capture and celebrate the people, places and 
culture of the neighbourhood as he knew it.

round the same time, resident-led trust Avondale 
Community Action (ACA) was exploring the 

benefits of having dedicated, paid community workers 
operating at the grassroots. The thinking was that 
they could help identify and address some of the 
opportunities or challenges in an area rich in culture, but 
facing issues around social deprivation.

In late-2016, ACA was able to realise that ambition by 
securing three years’ funding from the Department of 
Internal Affairs (DIA). In partnership with TYLA Trust, 

two workers were employed the following year to  
co-lead a community development project: Dayne and 
fellow Avondalien Leilani Kaihe-Bennett, who was also 
active in the community working alongside  
young people.

From 2017 on, I Love Avondale was no longer just 
a social media platform, but the name of a broader 
community development project that fostered 
connectivity, belonging and action both online and on 
the ground.

A

Photo credit: Jody McMillan 
(Whau the People)
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Our approach with I Love Avondale is 
to listen, observe and learn from the 
community, then respond in ways we 
believe will ‘show and grow the good  
in our hood’.

Underpinning that philosophy are three complementary 
strands of mahi: leveraging social media to connect with 
the community, creating and identifying opportunities; 
building strong relationships by regularly meeting with 
local stakeholders kanohi ki te kanohi (face-to-face); and 
launching new initiatives or supporting existing ones.

By taking this approach, the intended outcomes are that 
Avondale will have a solid foundation for sustainable 
community-led development going forward; that 
existing and new sites or facilities will be better utilised 
to address community needs or aspirations; and that 
local people will become more engaged and active in 
the community.

This Book
I Love Avondale will continue in 2020, but as our 
three years of DIA funding comes to an end, we 
wanted to acknowledge and reflect on this part of 
our journey by publishing this book. In the pages 
that follow you will see some of the mahi we’ve 
undertaken from 2017–2019, as well as some of 
the faces and places we’ve come across during 
that period.

Meitaki maata to everyone featured.

Our Approach
show and 
grow the 
good in 
our hood

Tony Segedin 
Esplanade Reserve



I  Love Avondale 1514

02

Fin Shannon
G-tramper

Marcus Amosa
Entrepreneur
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Smita Upadhye
Artist

Jason Valentine-Burt
“The Book Man”

Pania Taka-Brown
Community worker

Dilip Patel
Shopkeeper

Mal Lakatani
Musician

Shannon Jennifer
Student

Anne Riley
FTS coordinator

Tony Gibbs
Educator

Leivaha Pulu
League player

People 
of Avondale
People of Avondale began as a regular series of social 
media posts profiling locals and sharing their stories.

vondale is full of interesting people. They talked 
with us about their sports or music careers, 

reintegrating into society after jail, how they got into 
business, overcoming anxiety or domestic abuse, 
being a surrogate, moving to Aotearoa and a range of 
other topics.

A In 2018, in partnership with Panuku Development 
Auckland, People of Avondale went from the online 
world on to a fence in the middle of our town centre,  
in the form of a recurring series of posters on Great 
North Road.

People of Avondale posters, Great North Rd
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celebrating 
our people
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“Laundromats and dairies, dollar stores and bakeries, 
takeaways and groceries, I Love Avondale for what it 
is, not what it could be” – Dayne
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Feed the 
Streets

03

We established Feed the Streets (FTS) mid-2017 in 
response to a number of people sleeping rough or 
begging in and around Avondale town centre.

fter one of our young streeties told us a good feed 
would help him get through the night sleeping at 

the racecourse, we were inspired to rally our community 
and set up a free fortnightly dinner.

More than two years later, FTS is still going strong and 
is now coordinated by Anne Riley with support from a 
loyal crew of volunteers and donors. Most dinners and 
desserts are made from rescued food provided by Fair 
Food, and there are clothes, books and other items 
offered as koha to guests. Occasionally, local business 
people come in to cut hair, pamper or donate food from 
their eateries. Many other groups and individuals have 
contributed in various ways.

Our guests are typically a mix of beneficiaries, 
pensioners, boarding house residents and the  
homeless; whether singles, couples or families. The 
common thread that binds them is that they are doing 
it tough financially and/or socially. Some have gone on 
to find employment, housing and friendships that now 
exist outside the four walls of the community centre in 
which the dinner is held.

Rest in Peace to the guests we’ve lost 
along the way: Shaun, Alan and Neil.

A
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Clockwise from top left: 
FTS kaitiaki & volunteers; 
Everybody Eats Avondale; 
FTS Christmas dinner 2017; 
Avondale Police streetie litter 
pick-up programme, ACES; 
The Premium barbers at 
FTS; Community Hangout; 
FTS volunteers receiving a 
Christmas Box
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Take what you 
need, leave 
what you don’t

Avondale Community Fridge 
& Pantry’s bread station

Kai Avondale
04

Feed the Streets (FTS) brought a number of people in 
our community together that were passionate about 

improving access to food. This led to the creation of new, 
interrelated initiatives.

ather than taking the lead on these, we adopted 
an awhi (support) role helping the individuals 

involved with ongoing advice, resources, connections 
and promotion.

Led by Anne Riley, the Avondale Community Fridge 
and Pantry was set up for people to access or donate 
surplus and rescued food. The kaupapa is ‘take what 
you need, leave what you don’t’. Many businesses, 
organisations and individuals have provided food, 
which always goes quickly.

Taste Cafe has been one of the fridge-pantry’s most 
consistent donors. Anne’s relationship with the 
owners, Sok Heang Nguon and Theara Keo led to the 
establishment of another initiative: Suspended Coffees, 
where customers buy an extra coffee for someone else 
to pick up later, free of charge.

One of our FTS volunteer chefs, Trevor Miranda started 
a free weekly lunch serving many of the same guests. 
Now known as Community Hangout, people can 
also enjoy games and other entertainment. Current 
coordinators and ex-FTS volunteers, Sina and Temana 
Tetini then set up another Community Hangout in 
Sandringham late-2019.

After reading about FTS in a magazine, Everybody Eats 
founder Nick Loosely reached out to bring his ‘pay as 
you feel’ dining concept to Avondale. At its peak, 120+ 
people were served a restaurant-quality three-course 
meal nightly from Tuesday to Thursday, before the 
social enterprise left our area for a purpose-built venue 
in Onehunga.

Together with FTS, we promote these initiatives on 
social media under the banner of Kai Avondale.

R
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t the time, these streets were identified by police 
as needing some positive engagement due to high 

levels of antisocial behaviour. Several community groups 
contributed to our events including TYLA Trust, Sport 
Waitakere, Whau Youth Board and SaintzUp.

We also supported other Neighbours Day Aotearoa 
events led by Housing New Zealand (HNZ), Community 
Waitakere and Avondale Community Action at HNZ 
complexes on Ash Street and Racecourse Parade, and 
what was then a community house on the corner of 
Avondale and Rosebank roads.

04

In partnership with the Avondale 
Neighbourhood Policing Team 
(NPT), we ran barbecues, games and 
entertainment on Taramea Street and 
Bellgrove Place in 2017 and 2018.

Neighbours 
Day

05

A

Left: Walking Samoans at “The Complex” 
HNZ Fun Day; Above & right: Neighbours Day 
Bellgrove Pl, Taramea St & Racecourse Pde 
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Left: Paul Walsh’s mural at 3 Guys of Naeem Rashid who lost his 
life in the 2019 Christchurch terror attack; Right: EcoMatters’ Ina 
Patisolo after EcoWest Festival’s opening night was cancelled out 
of respect for the victims of the attack
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Where possible, rather than reinvent the 
wheel, we tried to identify and partner 
with organisations active elsewhere 
to help bring their programmes to our 
neighbourhood.

We brought Whau Ace’s Job Cafe employment help 
service to Avondale where they now have a weekly 
slot at our library; we connected with Whau Libraries 
who were the local agents for delivering Spark Jump, 
providing low cost broadband for families; and we 
trained with Massey Matters to share their Boost 
leadership programme with emerging community 
leaders in our area.S
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Boost leadership programme

Benny Anthony Jr running basketball drills
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For years, Avondale has produced 
talented athletes on the national and 
international stage, and at school or 
club level. Many of these sportspeople 
are passionate about our neighbourhood 
and we worked with some of them to 
benefit our community.

We secured funds from the Whau Youth Board to have 
ex-pro basketballer Benny Anthony Jr help train people 
playing at the Spark court in our town centre; we helped 
promote a family-friendly day at Riversdale Park run by 
NZ Warrior, Leivaha Pulu; and we brought together and 
support a group of passionate locals keen to revive the 
Avondale Wolves Rugby League Club, which folded in 
the 1990s. The club is on track for a comeback in 2020, 
beginning with a single Senior A’s team.
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AD3ON3
07

Held at the Spark court at Avondale Central Reserve the 
tournament was entirely self-funded by selling t-shirts, 
charging teams an entry fee and using our collective 
networks to source things like seating (Arkade), 
marquees (Kwik N Ezy) and sound equipment (Red 
Bull) free. We also paid young Fresh One creatives 
Hamish Raman (videographer) and Jacob Hamilton 
(photographer) to document the event.

We had 20 teams competing on the day from all around 
Auckland and even further afield. The winners, Frontrow, 
took home a $500 cash prize while we set aside the 
rest of our profit for community initiatives. To date, 
we’ve used that money to help set up a Breakfast Club 
at Rosebank School and to buy sports equipment for 
an emerging recreation/youth space we’re setting up at 
Eastdale Reserve.

In early 2019 we ran a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament in partnership 
with Tom Scott and a support crew 
made up of local creatives Toma 
Amosa (Cain Tattoo Studio), Bronson 
Price (Melodownz) and Lui Silk (Home 
Brew), plus former pro ballers Benny 
Anthony Jr and Lindsay Tait.

Photo credit: Jacob Hamilton (Fresh One)
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08

Based on conversations with local 
Māori – including our own Leilani 
and her whānau – we recognised the 
importance of helping uplift Māori 
culture and identity in Avondale. To 
explore ways of doing that we tapped 
into Taumata Whau, a group of elders 
in our area as well as representatives 
from Te Kawerau a Maki, Auckland 
Council, schools and others.

Te Ao 
Māori

rom those conversations grew the idea for a 
Whānau Day celebrating Te Ao Māori at Tony 

Segedin Esplanade, alongside the Whau River. On 
the day there was kai, waiata, a poi-making station 
and the chance to play traditional game kī o rahi 
with Danny Maera from Kī o Rahi Tāmaki Makaurau.

Whānau Day’s riverside location birthed the next 
idea: a river clean up and planting day. We spoke 
with the principals – incidentally all of whom are 
Māori – from St Mary’s Catholic School, Avondale 
Intermediate, Avondale Primary and Rosebank 
School who supported their students’ involvement. 

F

The Whau River Catchment Trust and Wai Care were 
integral as well, providing resources and expertise 
for the kids to learn about being kaitiaki of the awa.

That connection with and between our schools 
deepened with AD Kī o Rahi, an interschool 
tournament featuring six local primaries/
intermediates: the same four from the river clean up 
plus Glenavon and Jireh. Kī o Rahi Tāmaki Makaurau 
took care of game management, the Electoral 
Commission offered temporary tā moko and 
EcoMatters kept the kids busy in between games. 
Both finals were close-fought with Glenavon winning 
the junior grade and Avondale Intermediate taking 
out the senior competition. We hope to make AD Kī 
o Rahi an annual event, alongside AD3ON3.

Left: Pou whenua by Hauraki carver Darin Jenkins, Trent St;  
Right: Taumata Whau opening the river clean up & planting day
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09

AD  
Kī o Rahi
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Riversdale Park, mural by Paul Walsh 
for the Whau Arts Festival 2018



Photos by Fresh One’s Jacob Hamilton on display, Great North Rd
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Avondale has a strong creative 
community that we often supported 
with promotion or by connecting 
them with opportunities that came 
up in conversations around the 
neighbourhood.

We helped promote the 2018 Whau Arts Festival with 
People of Avondale profiles on participating artists; we 
connected Whau the People and The Creative Souls 
Project with Rosebank and Avondale primaries for mural 
projects to brighten up the school grounds; and we 
worked with Creative Souls to establish and support 
Fresh One, a collective of young local creatives that we 
help find paid work and other opportunities to develop 
their experience.

10
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Through our relationships with people on 
and offline, we identified chances to awhi 
people keen to share their talents and 
interests with others in the community.

We helped local emcees Tom Scott (Avantdale Bowling 
Club, Home Brew, YGB) and TK White (Raw Thawt) 
establish a series of music writing workshops that 
attracted a diverse group of participants from homeless 
teens to tertiary students and others; we helped Evelyn 
White set up mahi raranga (flax weaving) classes for  
her to pass on her knowledge; and we connected 
amateur photographer Rajeev Nadumaran with Whau  
the People to deliver an Oakley Creek photo walk and 
editing workshop.
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Music writing workshop crew. 
Photo credit: Sid Dalin
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11 3 Guys 
Placemaking

Over 20 years ago, there was a 3 Guys 
supermarket in the heart of Avondale’s 
town centre. Since its demolition, the 
iconic site has sat vacant and become a 
magnet for things like rubbish dumping, 
drinking and drugging. However, it’s also 
been useful for car parking and is home 
to one of Auckland’s few legal graffiti 
walls, which attracts artists from around 
the city, country and even overseas.

urrently, the site is owned by Panuku Development 
Auckland who will eventually sell it to a private 

developer. In the meantime, they brought us on board 
to help facilitate and deliver placemaking activities that 
have more positive outcomes for our town centre and 
nearby residents in particular.

With support from Jody McMillan (Whau the People), 
Fern Christie-Birchall, Fresh Concept and others, our 
first major action was to reduce vehicle access from 
Great North Road and start separating the site into 
two halves: the lower half for cars and the upper half 
for people. On the top side, we added poster blocks 
for rolling exhibitions of art (initial content by Urban 
Sketchers Auckland); interactive posters to take photos 
with (designed by Cy Lim, Fresh One); seating (via 
Auckland Council); and planter boxes (planted by Silvia 
Spieksma, Shared Garden Space Avondale). The next 
phase of work will see child-friendly games and a large 
mural painted on the ground to help connect the site 
visually with the nearby town square.

In addition to changing the look and feel of the space, 
we also pulled together a diverse group of locals to help 
oversee and administer Panuku funds that enable  
our community to run events onsite. To date, that has 
included a temporary bike pump track, pop-up  
snow dome, Bike Up Avondale and Avondale  
Community Christmas.

C
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he set up costs were covered by money we made 
from AD3ON3, Que’s Coffee donated bread 

and we joined Sanitarium’s KickStart programme, 
which provides Weet-Bix and UHT milk. Using I Love 
Avondale’s social media platforms, we were able 
to source further food donations as well as pulling 
together over 20 volunteers including current (and 
potentially, future) parents of Rosebank students, 
Avondale Kindergarten teachers, Avondale College 
students and supportive locals.

Our Breakfast Club runs Monday to Wednesday and on 
average we get 60+ kids coming to eat each day. The 
club is not only an opportunity to feed kids that may 
be hungry: it also provides opportunities to strengthen 
relationships between the school, students, families and 
the wider community; teach kids healthier eating habits 
and social skills; and help grow future leaders.

T

Rosebank 
Breakfast Club

12

On a single day during Term 3 of 2019, 
417 Rosebank School students were 
asked if they had breakfast that morning 
– 215 said ‘no’. After several weeks of 
planning we worked with the chair of 
the school’s Board of Trustees Amelia 
Carter to establish a Breakfast Club the 
following term.
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Left: Whau Pacific Festival 2018 mural by Sam Evans, 
inspired by Sau E Siva West Auckland;  
Right: Rosebank School Culture Night 2019



Helen King with bike hub helpers Fynn 
and Adam at Sirens & Sounds 2019

Our Future Avondale workshop participants at Avondale Primary. Photo credit: Motu Design
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In partnership with Avondale Community 
Action, we secured the lease on a council 
building at Eastdale Reserve to create a 
recreation and youth-focused hub.

The site sits alongside a walking and fitness track, sports 
courts and fields, and three schools with almost 4000 
students combined.

We received the keys not long before the publication of 
this book so it is currently an emerging space. At the time 
of writing, confirmed users included Youthtown, TYLA 
Trust, cycling advocate Helen King, Ina Patisolo from Bike 
Avondale, Arena Grounds, Baha’i youth groups and the 
Avondale Wolves Rugby League Club.

13

Eastdale 
Hub

A significant part of our role as 
community development workers has 
been to provide advice, insights and 
local knowledge to residents and other 
Avondale stakeholders – in person and 
online. Primarily, that’s been sharing 
general information, but also more 
specific support like:

14

Local 
Knowledge
• Influencing the delivery of Motu Design  

workshops and how the findings were presented  
in the community-led vision document, Our  
Future Avondale

• Supporting business leaders to engage with and 
improve the Avondale Business Association

• Advocating for an alternative to the planned sale  
of public land at Highbury Triangle 

• Advising Auckland Council on the functionality  
and feel of the future Avondale Community Facility 
(community centre and library)

• Compiling questions from the community for a 
Whau Local Board candidate Q&A session by 
Avondale Community Action



What our  
community 
values about 
our mahi
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“ Everything, literally you guys 
have made some real impactful 
changes in our community. 
Always speaking good things of 
our home, even sharing the funny 
stuff. We come through to check 
out the events all the time that 
are held. Awesome work!”

“ Valued your effort in getting 
out and talking to our community 
and finding out what is going well 
and what we need to work on … 
The sharing of stories have been 
powerful and has created more 
sense of belonging to our place 
we call Avondale and as many 
people know, the more you feel 
like you belong, the more you 
want to contribute to the place 
and make it beautiful  
and vibrant.”

“ 1. You’re visible because you 
are mobile and actually make 
time to meet with people, sit 
down, chat and find out how you 
can help. 2. You both are able to 
help with offering solutions or 
if you cant help then helping to 

find someone that can help you. 
3. Communication is definitely 
key and you both have been 
approachable, transparent, always 
going above and beyond because 
you extend your customer service 
to a great human level you are 
able to reach so many of us 
regardless of gender, financial 
status or sexuality.”

“ That it unifies our community, 
making Avondale feel more 
connected, safer and more 
vibrant. That it captures the 
human side of a geographically 
large area — the human 
stories, the achievements, the 
happenings. That it places people 
and community back at the 
centre. The tangible outcomes 
such as community projects, 
connecting and inspiring children 
and adults alike, brings art and 
culture to the streets. That you 
care about all of us, including the 
most vulnerable.”

“ I like living in an area with a 
sense of community and pride 
around it. I feel like that is starting 
with all the initiatives you guys 
have been starting.”

“ I believe your mahi has 
strengthened many community 
relationships – the initiatives 
and projects that you have both 
driven has made our community 
more cohesive and socially 
connected. For example - through 
FTS so many of us know each 
other by name now. We have 
conversations on the streets - 
there’s a sense of connection.”

“ The I Love Avondale 
movement creates a real sense 
of place and connection for me 
in the community. I am really 
proud to say I am from Avondale 
and talk to people about all the 
amazing creative things going  
on there.”

“ You’ve really shone a positive 
light on our community and the 
people in it. You make us proud to 
live here.”

“ You’re helping to build a 
community in Avondale that’s 
inclusive, compassionate 
and sustainable. You are 
approachable, down to earth 
people. I think the work you 
do connects with all kinds of 
people and it’s been especially 
cool to see it resonate with 
Māori and Pasifika youth. When 
I approached you guys for a 
collaboration idea you were 
welcoming and kind.”

“ Dayne & Leilani have been 
an amazing breath of fresh air in 
the Avondale Community. The 
online link into the Avondale 
community has been wonderful in 
getting the community together, 
community activities, learning 
about each other, spreading 
good news & upcoming events... 
All this impacts in bringing the 
community together, uniting the 
community across the board. Our 
community workers are seriously 
worth their weight in gold! Their 
contribution to our community 
can’t be measured because it 
is ongoing, continues to help 

build cohesion, pride, support, 
integration, information & above all 
community buy in to an improved 
intergrated future!”

“ Community groups and 
individuals are much better 
connected now and as a result 
more collaboration takes place. 
There is more awareness in the 
community of what is happening 
and I Love Avondale provides a 
great platform to participate, get 
info and offer feedback on local 
issues, events etc”

“ Feeling of connection to the 
community. We (mature husband 
and wife) have only lived in 
Avondale for six years so making 
connections quickly has been very 
helpful in feeling we belong here. 
Love the way most groups are 
connected thru I Love Avondale 
and appear to have a good 
relationship with you.”

“ For me personally I see you 
both have changed Avondale’s 
Community vibe so much.”

“ How there is no discrimination. 
You celebrate our suburb’s 
diversity and bring people from 
all walks of life together. I have 
attended more events and things 
going on in our community thanks 
to I Love Avondale bringing it to 
my attention, helping me to feel 
more connected to others who  
live here.”

*A selection of survey responses 
from June 2019



Thank you to the following organisations that enabled our mahi to happen:
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